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ARCHITECTURAL TERMS
Supporting structures:

Post-and-lintel—building with upright posts supporting horizontal members

Arch—spanning an opening without a lintel

Corbelled arch—each level of masonry gets closer and closer 

together until the stones meet

 True arch—wedge-shaped stones exert pressure on each other

Vaulting—a masonry roof constructed on the principle of the arch



Barrel vault or tunnel vault—a continuous semicircular section


Cross or groin vaulting—two intersecting barrel vaults



Ribbed vault—a groin vault with a framework of arched diagonal ribs



Dome—an arch with completes the circle



Colonnade—a row of columns



Arcade—a row of arches supported by columns or piers

Parts of a Church:

Narthex—a porch or vestibule at the main entrance of a church

Nave—the main central area of a church

Aisles—areas parallel to the main span (nave) and divided from it by an arcade or 

colonnade

Ambulatory—an aisle around the choir of a Romanesque or Gothic church

Apse—vaulted semicircular termination of a building

Transept—the transverse arms of a cross-shaped church

Choir—the part of the church in which the service is sung, beyond the transept

Building styles:

Domus ecclesiae—a Latin term used for church meeting places in the third 

century, the house of the church or the house of assembly; basically a private dwelling remodeled to meet the needs of a congregation

Basilica—a large colonnaded public hall, used as a model for early Christian 

churches, usually with a rectangular plan, a longitudinal axis, a timber roof either open or with a flat ceiling, and an apse. 

Byzantine—the word comes from Byzantium, the earlier name for 

Constantinople; an architectural style characterized by a central plan, usually with a dome set in a Greek cross shape and an interior richly decorated with mosaics and sculpted capitals

Romanesque—a style of architecture in Europe from about 1000 to 1150, with 

round arches, barrel vaults, interior sculpture, heavy supporting piers, and few windows

Gothic—a style growing out of the Romanesque, with pointed arches, greater 

verticality, external flying buttresses, ribbed groin vaulting, stained glass windows, and sculpted porches and spires, twelfth through fourteenth centuries and beyond

